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HOW THIS BULLETIN WAS ESTABLISHED 

A hundred and fifty delegates and observers active in solidarity with 
workers in struggle attended the Solidarity Conefernce held in Leeds on 
November 7th and 6th. Those present cam rom strikes, trade unions, 
support groups and solidarity organisa is the Virag Mendis 
Campaign. The conference decided to set i ity Network, establish 
a steering Committee and begin the publ -monthly Bulletin. As a 
basis for this the Conference adopted t main resolution: 


"We decided to call th 
strike, Wapping, Silentn 
others. 

"At the same time leaders of important unions have threatened their 
members that they will not endorse or support action by their members if it 
could lead to sequestration, other unions have signed single union deals 
such as the AEU at For in Dundee. 

"As strikers, ex-strikers, and their supporters we feel that it is 
necessary to fully discuss the lessons of those disputes in order that 
those lessons can be taken into disputes which will occure in the future. 
It is necessary to continue organising support for disputed goíng on at the 
present time and to contuinue to support the victimised miners and other 
victimiséd workers. We must not allow these strikes to be betrayed. The 
Labour Party conference and the TUC Congress did not even discuss 
solidarity with those in dispute 

"With the reelection of the Tories there is no doubt that the attacks on 
the wgrking class are being intensified. New laws against the trade unions 
are being planned and the present ones are being increasingly used. The 
employers are already stepping vo their attacks on the shop floor, for 
example at General Motors at Luton, on the Docks, in the pits, in 
engineering, and with a renewed round of closures and privatisations. 

"The attacks on the public sector workers weges, conditions and jobs are 
continuing as well. The removal of trade union rights at GCHQ, and 
negotiating rights from the teachers, poses a threat to trade union rights 
nationally. We most organise support for the teachers and the civil 
servants who continue in dispute. there are many more disputes going on as 
wéll such as Most House, Liverpool, Senior Colman in Manchester and the 
miners overtime ban. These disputes must not be allowed to be defeated. 
| "Most disputes have been defeated because of the lack of support of the 
official leadership of the movement. To try to change this situation we 
need to discuss the lessons of these disputes and take then into future 
actions. E 

"The purpose of this conference is to try to change the situation of 
repeated betrayals and defeats of workers in dispute and put us in a better 
position to organise practial support, both in political and financial 
terms. The devlopments in the capitalist system, starting on the 
stockmarkets, means that such a movement is going to be needed much more in 
the future." 
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I am sick and tired of workers in struggle being used and then cast aside 
either for political or financial reasons, and it is for this reason that I 
want to see national support developed. I want to see the Solidarity 
Network grow into an organisation which can fight for workers in struggle. 
An organisation not tied to any one politcal party group or union. 

I have often said that the support group network rn operated during 
the miners strike (over 45! ups) could have been a real alternative to 
the TUC.. Pie in the sky? I t think so n i 
importance that such parties as the CP n 
in them. When the miners strike fi n 


ns are running for 


on suce s 8 s the defender 
1 they need to fight for their rights 
ge you to support the national 
Workers where there is none 


e been on 
Sonet of the 


official strike 
ince November 12 1987 after the disputes pro ictimisation of 


f its members 


に blication, the 
duce: or, e ch notographers 
and a promotions director. They are type-set 5 setters in 
Finchley and printed by BPCC st Killick Street They are then 
distributed by non-union people, mainly elderl 
A number of syndicated columns h be も their NUJ suppiiers 
and local left councils (Brent, e C je withdrawn their 
advertising for other reasons, t sloppy admin anc 
printing öf the Advertiser as a 
Needs we have been unable to by Jimmy Greaves 
(an NIJ member? Russell Grant’ a gardening coiumn 
by eni dk epe (one-time comedi assistance in 
5 se id m 
outside our main premises in 
eld offices. We also have 
attended by up to 80 
vingstone have also attended 


paign by attending meetings, 
ike : 


hours the scab editorial staff are having to put in, the story of the 
brutal way that management behaved towards us is spreading, and awkward 
questions are being asked of sales staff and management. We are still 
convinced that the strike is winnable, but we need the support to do it. 


v 


In December the Liverpool Echo sacked 11 NGA production workers for -. LC 
"holding an unauthorised meetinz". The papers Old Street offices are being 
picketed and the strikers are asking for the Echo and the Daily post to be E 
boycotted. 
LIVERPOOL: 一 ISLE OF MANN FERRY 
DISPUTE i 
over the I.O.M 
times with less 
e of ail NUS 
urt Injunction. 
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NATIONAL UNION OF MINEWORKERS 
VICTIMISED MEMBERS 


To rhe NUM Special Conference 2 2.88) 


Three years cn and our. Union still has 3CO unemployed members, 
victims of the year long strike are stillibeing persecuted by 
the. state: and:Coal Bosses. 1 » y. 


Three hundred, once proud working miners now, reduced to living 
on handouts, taking themselves: and their families from a. proud 
class ín society, to a level that they had never dreamt of. 


Our victimised members realise now, more than ever, that their 
only real allies in life is the National Union of Mineworkers, 
and the progressive sections of the Labour Movement. 
Victimised miners are still being segregated from working miners 
by the Coal Board. 


. PENSIONS 


Victimised miners have lost up to 4 years pension credits, an 
‚average of £8 per week on their pension. Rule changes were made 
for working members to buy back credits for lost contributions 
between 1981/85. No such arrangements were allowed for our 
victimised lads. 


UNION RECOGNITION 


All. local. Brench officials end committee members dismissed during 
and after th» strike are not being recognised by the Board. At 
one piv, Batteshanger, where there se sti11 30 victimised members, 
all three officials are not being recognised. 


In. reality 


it is now the Board who choose union representatives 
not the members. 


WELFARE 

The Coal Board have not been satisfied with just supporting 
changes in the Coal Act regarding union representation on 

Welfare committess. C.1.S.W.0. have now changed its! rules to 
the. effect that any victimised member being nominated by his 
Branch to a regions] committee will be automatically disqualified 
from such committees. I wonder how the U.D.M. voted ? 


We are disappointed that the issue of Victimisation has not been 
agendered at this special conference. | 

We therefore appeal to delegates to support our claims for:- 

l. A victimised member to have a non voting seat on the N,E.C. 


2. A Special Delegate. Conference to formulate National Policy 
on Victimised members. : ies 


KENT VICTIMISED MINERS 


A Statement from: London 'Covacillors Bata: the cuts 


Labour fought the 1936 Council Elections across London cospaijaing- to. re 
services and to fight cuts in the living standards of working class people. Only 
democratically accountable public services can hope to deal with the de inia | 
a qe poverty: and. ——— [I im. ec e 


pov ‘Thatcher’ s: Abird- term, the screw is being tired more "t more. 
Resources exist to. geet all the needs: cf Londorers - millions in Rate Support 
Grant has been stolen from London Councils since 1979. But instead of providing 
desperately needed cash, the Tories are preparing to smash public provision of 
basic services and put then in the hands of private profiteers; the ultimate ain 
being. . kadang — of local services and local democracy. 


what [3 gnt eis response of Labour: Councils to these attacks? Labour Councils 
‚have: embarked: upon an uñcontrollabie process of cuts with all previously "agreed 
"pol icies and principles: being ditched. Labour councillors ‘are justifying their 
actions by claiming thay they mist stay in power at all costs. It is clear that 
they are not: in power, they are merely in office. There is no bottom line m no 
guarantee of when the cuts will stop. 


There is no difference between a Tory and a Labour cut. Thousands of jobs are 
being lost through voluntary and cost srulsory redundancies. This strategy spells 
certain: defeat for the Labour - Moverent and the working class im London: Cuts 
simply prepare: the. ground for the proposed Tory legislation. Unless we develop a 
political. strategy of Testetauco there e be nothing loft to defend at the next 
Kas > in 1990,: xs : 


pet m. We can “Fight 
Labour Covncils ja the whole labour Invezent mist go on the offensive to ompa 
the money to meet the needs ef our YOE L L The Government nas the money ~ 
j&ntend to force: this cout of tham by: °°) 70 00 : P a 
ー joining with workers. trade : unioalcts, tenants, voluntary groups and all 
oppressed people in the nc pam ta fig "e P the cuts, eun, E services 
which eet; their needs. is- 
” Fev for — rg on the zeod ot the community, se each Borough 


This ira tag is clos: ay one of “politic cal car frontation but we have no choice if 
wa are to defend jobe and services, and to er alive the tight. against Thatcher 
and for socialism. 


Rather than launching attacks on thoce prepared to fight, Council leaders should 
resign if they are not prepared to siänd by their Zanifostos. There are now over 
one hundred Labour Councillors iz London fighting against tho cuts and standing 
by the promises ca which they were elected. Ve call on the Labour Party in London 
and all Labour councillors to fight the aai aent not give in to it, and pledge 
that we will work with all tbose — to fight — cuts in jobs and 
services whoever makes then. 


This statezant is A by 
Leadon Councillors Against Cuts 
bringing together over 100 ©cuncillors írom 
Barnet Brent Camdan Ealirg ‘Greenwich Zackney Hammersmith à Fulham Haringey 
Hillingdon Lambeth Lewisham Fevhom Southwark Tower Hamlets Yandsworth and ILEA. 


Contact Greg Tucker, (secretary) c/o Nenbars Roos, Lasbota Town Hall, SU2, 01 582 2955 


